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SUBJECT: REFUGEE VOYAGE FROM SATTAHIP TO LAEMSING 

REF: BANGKOK 10218 

1 . PETER COLLINS OF CBS TV INFORMED US 

APRIL 10 THAT HE AND MEMBERS OF HIS TELEVISION CREW 
HAD ACCOMPANIED THREE BOATLOADS OF REFUGEES FROM 
SATTAHIP TO LAEMSING APRIL 7. WE HAD LEARNED FROM 
OTHER SOURCES APRIL 8 OF THE COMPLETION OF THIS VOYAGE 
AND THE STORY THAT RTG OFFICIALS AT LAEMSING WERE 
NOT PERMITTING THE REFUGEES TO DEBARK FROM THE 
THREE BOATS, NOR FROM A FOURTH WHICH HAD JUST ARRIVED 
DIRECTLY FROM VIETNAM. WE ALERTED THE REGIONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNHCR. HE DISPATCHED ONE 
OF HIS OFFICERS TO LAEMSING APRIL 9. HE REPORTED 
THAT TWO BOATLOADS HAD ALREADY BEEN ADMITTED TO THE 
CAMP BY THE TIME OF HIS ARRIVAL, AND HE ARRANGED 
FOR THE OTHER TWO TO FOLLOW SUIT. 

2. IN RECOUNTING THE TRIP. COLLINS SAID THAT HE 

HAD LEARNED THROUGH TWO OTHER UNHCR OFFICERS WHO 
HAD VISITED SATTAHIP THAT THE REFUGEES WERE ABOUT 
TO LEAVE FOR LAEMSING IN FACT, HE SAID, THE UNHCR 
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OFFICERS ADVISED THEM TO DO SO. TWO OF THE BOATS 
HAD BEEN AT SATTAHIP FOR APPROXIMATELY A MONTH, 

AND THE THIRD, LOADED WITH STUDENTS FROM SAIGON, 

HAD ARRIVED ONLY SEVEN DAYS PREVIOUSLY. COLLINS 
SAID THAT HIS ARRIVAL MAY HAVE SPED UP THE DEPARTURE 
DATE BY A DAY OR SO, BUT THAT THERE WAS NO QUESTION 
THAT THE REFUGEES INTENDED TO GO ANYWAY. 
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3. WHILE ON THE HIGH SEAS, A TRAWLER WITH A 

RTG MARINE POLICEMAN ABOARD STOPPED ONE OF THE 
BOATS WHICH WAS SOME DISTANCE FROM THE OTHERS, AND 
RELIEVED SOME OF THE PASSENGERS OF THEIR WATCHES. 

THE TRAWLER SCOOTED OFF WHEN THE OTHER TWO BOATS 
APPROACHED. 

4. UPON REACHING LAEM SING THE EVENING OF APRIL 8, 

A LOCAL THAI POLICEMAN ON SHORE FIRED HIS GUN INTO 
THE AIR, AND REFUSED PERMISSION FOR THE THREE 
BOATS TO LAND. COLLINS AND HIS CREW WERE 
NEVERTHELESS ALLOWED TO GET OFF. COLLINS RETURNED 
TO THE CAMP THE MORNING OF APRIL 8, AND REFUGEES 

TOLD HIM THAT THE POLICEMAN HAD THREE TIMES DEMANDED 
GOLD FOR PERMISSION TO DEBARK. 

5. THE REFUGEES ALSO TOLD HIM THAT THEY HAD HAD 
TO PAY SIX TAELS OF GOLD TO FISHERMEN WHEN THEY 
WERE ORIGINALLY ON THEIR WAY TO SATTAHIP, AND THAT 
WHEN THEY ARRIVED AT SATTAHIP, LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
THERE DEMANDED GOLD FOR PERMISSION TO LAND. IT 

IS UNCLEAR WHETHER ANY GOLD WAS HANDED OVER EITHER 
AT SATTAHIP OR LAEMSING. 

6. COLLINS LEFT FOR BANGKOK THE MORNING OF APRIL 8. 
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SOMETIME DURING THAT DAY ANOTHER BOAT CAME IN 
DIRECTLY FROM VIETNAM. WHEN THE UNHCR REPRESENTATIVE 
ARRIVED AT MID DAY APRIL 9. TWO OF THE FOUR BOATS 
HAD ALREADY BEEN GIVEN PERMISSION TO LAND AND REFUGEES 
HAD DEBARKED. HE ARRANGED THROUGH PROVINCIAL AND 
DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES FOR THE OTHER TWO BOATS 
TO FOLLOW SUIT. THERE WERE OVER 130 REFUGEES IN ALL, 89 OF THEM 
FROM SATTAHIP. 

7. COLLINS BELIEVES THAT CBS WILL BE PLAYING THE 
SCENES OF THE VOYAGE DURING THE NEXT COUPLE DAYS. 

8. COMMENT. COLLINS IS AWARE THAT THE RTG IS 
LIKELY TO ASSUME THAT HE STAGED THE WHOLE TRIP. 

WE MENTIONED TO HIM THAT ONE OF THE RUMORS IN 
CHANTABURI WAS THAT HE HAD SHOWN THE VESSELS THE 
WAY TO LAEMSING. HE REEMPHASIZED THAT THE 
REFUGEES HAD BEEN PLANNING THE TRIP ANYWAY, AND 
THAT ALTHOUGH HE MAY HAVE GIVEN THEM SOME COUNSEL 
ON THE LAY OF LAEMSING WHILE EN ROUTE, HE 

DID NOT LEAD THEM TO THAT DESTINATION. WE FEAR 
THAT THIS EVENT WILL FURTHER CONVINCE THE THAI OF 
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THE MERIT OF THEIR POLICY 'TEMPORARILY'' BARRING JOURNAL- 
ISTS FROM REFUGEE CAMPS (REFTEL). 
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